328. FRAGMENT OF LETTER
gape town,
Tuesday, Jjestha Vad 2 [June 9, 1914]
We cannot pass any judgment on Mr. Sinha on the basis of
what we read in newspapers at this distance. Mr. Norton also
acted formerly as a public prosecutor in such cases. Who is a lea-
der and who is not is a matter of opinion. Generally, a satya-
grahi will express no opinion. In the kind of situation you men-
tion, if one were to offer satyagraha and be imprisoned in conse-
quence, the purpose of satyagraha would have been served. We
need not always speak out in such cases. There is no ready
answer to the question when satyagraha should be offered* A
satyagrahi does not deliberate in advance when embarking on
satyagraha. When he finds anything done that violates his con-
science, he should use soul-force against it. Even at the time that
I first started satyagraha, I considered it to be but a part of
dharma. I have discovered from experience that it is the only
religion and the only chintamni1, and it has, therefore, developed in
me especially in its aspect as dharma. He is a satyagrahi who has
resolved to practise nothing but truth and such a one will
know the right way every time. One's entire life should be per-
meated with truth. This will come about gradually through the
observance of jowzos2, nymas*, etc. Just as, in learning secular sub-
jects, one has to work at them for many years, so too must one
make efforts to understand the nature of satyagraha. As the veils
which cover your atman and mine fall off, the aiman of each will shine
the more brightly and be the more resolute satyagrahi in battle.
[From Gujarati]
Mahatm Gandhijina Patro
1A fabulous gem supposed to yield to its possessor all that he desires; the
philosophers* stone
2	This means any moral duty or religious observance.  lie ycaus are
usually said to be ten, but their names are given differeatiy by different autho-
rities.   They include celibacy, compassion, truth, charity, noa-violcnce, etc*
3	Any voluntary or self-imposed rdigbus observance, dependent on
ml conditions.

